
Year 1 and 2    Geography - Geographical Skills and Fieldwork 

Key Knowledge: 

 

Human geographical features are 

constructed, managed or modified by people 

for example cities, roads, houses, ports and 

farms. 

 

Physical geographical features are natural, 

being formed by geographical processes for 

example mountains, oceans, cliffs and forests. 

 

Compass directions North, South, East and 

West. 

 

 

Basic symbols in a map key: 

  

 Geographical skills: 

 

Use world maps, atlases and globes to identify 

the United Kingdom and its countries. 

 

To use aerial photographs to recognise 

landmarks and basic human and physical 

features. 

 

To devise a simple map with a key. 

 

To use simple compass directions (North, 

South, East and West) and locational and 

directional language (for example, near and far; 

left and right), to describe the location of 

features and routes on a map. 

 

To use simple fieldwork and observational skills 

to study the geography of a local area and the 

key human and physical features. 

 

 

 

 Vocabulary: 

 

Location - a particular place or 

position 

 

Fieldwork - the collection of 

first hand data or practical 

experience outside the classroom  

 

Map Key - a visual guide that 

explains what the symbols, colours, 

and lines on a map mean  

 

Atlas – A book of maps. 

 

Compass – an instrument 

containing a magnetized pointer  

which shows the direction of 

magnetic north and bearings from 

it 
 

Routes - a path or course taken to 

get from one point to another  

 

Features - the specific physical, 

human, or symbolic elements 

represented on a map  

 

https://www.google.com/search?safe=active&sca_esv=3d98f7656c2b50f6&rlz=1C1GCEA_enGB1118GB1118&q=magnetized&si=AMgyJEt_i95eqLH3KOj-Ut-VGJJ7xIzID4RReQLJbsNOm0NlZSyI1467H4dsQwTKgrCrkcVQ40VxbQVmEvXCsejgX5LXxXvCTiVGqvS8WE65ljuBpr56Llk%3D&expnd=1&sa=X&ved=2ahUKEwizuMLfjsORAxVRS0EAHQeJCjEQyecJegQIIBAQ
https://www.google.com/search?safe=active&sca_esv=3d98f7656c2b50f6&rlz=1C1GCEA_enGB1118GB1118&q=pointer&si=AMgyJEtpyiSdZyr-ht-KvQyAhGlDH6ivfoHmizG99j78Vdc8ABgZig7f1y1EMLU8WM1sDk3JgPndT0Jd9e28HfokDc1E76Ahsg%3D%3D&expnd=1&sa=X&ved=2ahUKEwizuMLfjsORAxVRS0EAHQeJCjEQyecJegQIIBAR
https://www.google.com/search?safe=active&sca_esv=3d98f7656c2b50f6&rlz=1C1GCEA_enGB1118GB1118&q=bearings&si=AMgyJEtf_wwxVVftS7Kej8ZWRY4PJ3uwaS3bgM6WshNW2FqcJ3RSSiePrOBf5uQblIXq0AgVPiSL_rJqigt7Q7rmSCmJiZgYs_ypJtX6U30v1LnbYqvOIgg%3D&expnd=1&sa=X&ved=2ahUKEwizuMLfjsORAxVRS0EAHQeJCjEQyecJegQIIBAS

