
Welcome

Red kites



Routine
The gate opens at 8:40 and register is taken promptly 
at 8.50. (It is great to see so many children using the 
breakfast club facility as this ensures pupils come into 
class at 8:35.)

Children have an early morning activity during register, 
so it is important that they arrive promptly.

Generally, our day starts with English. This will include 
whole-class guided reading, spelling, punctuation, 
grammar as well as focused writing tasks.



Routine
Maths is being taught as a whole class after morning 
break. Pupils are learning the same content; however, 
the level of challenge is different for each year group. 

Our class reader is linked to our topic wherever 
possible. This term we are reading The Secrets of the 
Tomb: The Phoenix Code. The story is set in Egypt. 
Through whole class guided reading, pupils will be 
developing their comprehension skills whilst also 
taking the opportunity to analyse the author’s 
language, structure and style. 



Reading

Initially, during our whole-class reading sessions, we will be 
focusing on exploring and using key reading strategies and key 
reading skills needed to comprehend successfully.

As well as reading the class text together, pupils will choose a book 
from our range of banded books. Pupils will read this book at 
school, completing a focused reading task for each book they read, 
developing and using key reading strategies and reading skills. 

Pupils will also choose a book from either our banded books, our 
class library or the school library, ensuring they have a book of 
their choice to read at home for their reading homework. 



Spelling

Pupils will be following the Spelling Shed scheme 
of work, ensuring new spelling patterns are 
introduced, building on prior knowledge as well as 
revisiting previous spellings.

During lessons, pupils learn about the etymology 
(history) of a word and morphology (how a word is 
built).

Pupils learn to break words down into syllables and 
then into phonemes to improve spelling accuracy. 



Maths
It is crucial that pupils know their times tables up to and 
including the 12 times table, including the inverse 
calculations. Children will be completing regular times 
table tests to improve their recall, accuracy and pace. 

While we will explore the patterns in the times tables 
during maths lessons, children should be spending time 
each week learning their times tables at home, learning the 
inverse calculations and manipulating learnt number facts.

Multiplication sheets will be provided to support pupils. 
They should also continue to use Times Table Rock Stars. 

We try to incorporate maths across the curriculum 
wherever possible to consolidate pupils’ knowledge or 
make stronger links to other subjects. 



Presentation

As well as improving the overall presentation of 
their work, pupils will continue to focus on making 
improvements to their handwriting so that they 
produce written work clearly and at a good pace. 

Spelling will be incorporated into handwriting 
practice as joined handwriting supports accurate 
spelling and helps to increase the speed at which 
pupils write.



PE/Swimming
In terms 1 and 2 and terms 5 and 6, PE will be taught on a Monday 
afternoon. Therefore, children should come into school in their PE kit 
(plain black shorts or joggers, white t-shirt, School PE hoodie / plain 
hoodie or sweatshirt) on Mondays. 

We will aim to have PE lessons outdoors whenever the weather permits. 
Please ensure your child’s PE kit is suitable for cold weather. 

Swimming starts in January for pupils in Year 4 and Year 5. Swimming will 
run for 10 weeks (term 3 and 4). Children should wear their school 
uniform and bring in their swimming costume, towel and hat. Full details 
will be provided before the Christmas holiday. *During term 3 and term 4, 
Year 6 will complete focused maths and reading work on a Monday 
afternoon.

During terms 3 and 4, PE will also be taught on a Wednesday morning. 
Therefore, both Year 5 and Year 6 pupils should wear their PE kit on a 
Wednesday during term 3 and 4. 



Homework
Each term, pupils will be given their homework sheet, 
detailing their reading, maths, topic and spelling 
homework for the whole term.

Children should read for 20 – 30 minutes each day, 
including reading aloud to improve their pace, 
intonation and expression. Sharing a book with your 
child also promotes book discussion. Pupils need to 
record which book they are reading in their reading 
diary. They should also note unfamiliar words 
together with the definitions and any wonder 
questions they think of as they read.



Homework
Children should continue to practice their 
times tables, using Times Table Rock Stars. 
Pupils have been given additional resources 
to help them with their homework: two 
multiplication sheets and a sentence 
structure information sheet.

This year children are also being issued with 
maths and reading CGP books. Whilst some 
work will be completed at school, pupils 
will also use these books for homework. 
They will be given details of which 
questions/pages they need to complete. 
IT IS ESSENTIAL THAT THEY COMPLETE THIS 
WORK EVERY WEEK AND BRING IN THE 
BOOK AS WE WILL BE REVIEWING THE 
ANSWERS IN CLASS EACH WEEK. 



Homework
Children should continue to practice their times tables, 
using Times Table Rock Stars. 

Pupils have been given additional resources to help them 
with their homework: two multiplication sheets and a 
sentence structure information sheet.

Topic homework, will sometimes include an element of 
book or internet research. Children have an opportunity 
to present their work in an original, creative way. 

Spelling homework will complement the spelling work the 
children complete each week in class. 

There is an expectation that the presentation and 
content of homework should be of a very high standard. 



Pupils will bring home a reading diary and homework pack. The pack contains everything the 
children need to complete their homework. The pack also includes resources for the children to 
use for their homework. 







Trips and Training
This term we have a trip to the Ashmolean Museum booked 
(Morning workshop - Tuesday 6th October). Children will learn 
more about the Ancient Egyptian era as well as learning how 
historians use artefacts to understand key aspects of the past. 

A visit from Hands on Oxfordshire Heritage has been booked 
to deliver an Ancient Egyptian workshop, covering further 
aspects of our topic. (Thursday 24th September - afternoon) 

In January, we are planning a visit to the Black Country Living 
Museum, linked to our next history topic – The Industrial 
Revolution.



Essentials

It is essential that pupils make sure they have a 
water bottle every day. Preferably a reusable 
bottle with a non-spill sports top.

Children must have a change of footwear if they 
intend playing on the field, especially when the 
weather changes. 

All school uniform should be labelled so that it can 
be reunited with your child should it become lost.   



Oral Health
Oral Health is one of our school priorities this year (in line 
with Government guidance and support from our local Oral 
Health Improvement Team)

- Healthy lunchboxes and snacks
- No sweets to be shared in school on birthdays.
- Increased knowledge for our entire school community
 

All staff are now ‘Oral Health Champions’ following training 
during Inset.

A date for your diary: Friday 9th October, 2:30pm.  We will 
be welcoming one of the Oral Health Leads to help launch 
our initiative and share information with families. Please 
come! 



Year 6
SATS Week! Monday 10th - Thursday 13th May 2027

Maths - 3 papers: arithmetic and two reason and problem 
solving papers

Reading - 1 paper: three extracts and three sets of questions 

SPAG - 2 papers: spelling - 20 words and a grammar, spelling and 
punctuation paper (50 questions)

All papers are marked externally.

Writing is assessed internally by myself and Mrs Hanwell - we 
moderate writing across the school during the year to agree 
levels. We also regularly moderate writing externally with a local 
school. 



Year 6
Please support your child (children) to organise a 
homework routine that works for your family, ensuring that 
they complete their homework fully and hand it in on time.

Please encourage your child to read for pleasure.

Please ensure your child has a good bedtime routine - 
during sleep one of the things the brain does is to organise 
and store information.  

Extra SATs preparation - Term 2 (Tuesday or Thursday 8:00 - 
8:30) 

Secondary school admissions - please read the letter sent 
recently by Mrs Mackay. 


